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In Australia the Australoicls (akin to the aborigines of India) had
just about arrived at putting a better edge on their Paleolithic stone
axes by grinding the chipped edge. We may roughly represent their
culture by saying that they were for the most part just advancing
towards early Neolithic conditions. The chief purpose of these para-
graphs is to emphasize the fact that progress in civilization is essentially
a question of contacts and culture, and only indirectly docs it depend
on race.
Yet we may use these racial types to illustrate a rather important
point in human progress. It is about 150 years since white colonists
arrived in Sydney, The "First Fleet" entered the Heads in January,
1788, and contact was established with the aborigines right away, In
the preceding chapter something has been said as to the general
condition of the aborigines. What is the best that they have done?
The writer lived for thirty years in Australia, and travelled more widely
than most folk over the continent. lie only met one fairly well
educated aboriginal (though no doubt there were others). Mr. Unaipon
was a very pleasant-spoken man of middle age who was obsessed with
the idea that he had discovered a "perpetual motion machine." No
arguments of mine would deflect him from this unprofitable line of
work, though I pointed out to him his special opportunities for un-
rivalled research in the anthropology of the Australoids.
One example of this kind proves little or nothing, but one must
admit that the social environment is of very great importance in
stimulating human progress. Since, as is natural, the white settler has
little belief in the intellectual possibilities of the aboriginal, the latter
inevitably is much swayed by the opinion of his superiors- We can
only wait for further developments before we judge the aboriginal.
It is perhaps of some interest that two Australian novels have recently
appeared in which the highly educated and attractive hero (and
heroine in the second case) is described as a full-blooded Australoid.
My own opinion is not very hopeful, since I think that the Australoids
will have merged into the dominant races before their chance to make
good socially (as a distinct biological group) arrives.
The chief importance of the isopleths in Fig, 29 is that they almost
definitely prove that civilization began in the south central part of
Asia. This is suggested by the zoning of the distribution of the types
of bow. The same thing will in time be worked out for the various